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Ron Maisel: A Union Man. 


There was a time when Ron and I were what some called hated enemies due to our strongly differing viewpoints on the Eastern Region. Those people had doubts on our ability to work as a team, as the Eastern Regional Director and Coordinator. I can report that the past three years were some of the most enjoyable experiences that I have had as an elected NAATS Official. Ron is truly a Union Man. 


Since the time I became a controller, Ron was the Eastern Regional Director. As I became more involved with NAATS as an ALTERNATE, and then a FACREP, his total belief and support of our organization became more apparent and paramount through his actions. Most members never have had the opportunity to see Ron sit at the table and work a grievance or an issue. I know that I do not stand-alone when I state that it is magnificent to watch. I know that there are many members who have benefited from his belief and resolve to do right by the membership when others would have failed. 


I stand proud to know that NAATS will benefit from his finely honed skills in the art of Labor Management Relations when he applies them at his ATX Liaison position. In this light, the Eastern Region membership has suffered the sacrifice of the few, for the good of the many.


 I have to laugh when I think of a comment made that was supposed to put me in a bad light. The comment went something as "Less is just a crony of Ron Maisel ". When I reflect on this, I just smile and think, that although nothing could be further from the truth, I feel this high flattery.


 You may hear from a few whom believe that Ron represents the worst in NAATS, but take it from someone who has battled against Ron, as well as battled along Ron, that he represents the best in NAATS. 


Ron, thanks for the many years of service and leadership to the Eastern Region Membership as our Regional Director. Your style is unique. Your intentions the best. Your belief in our organization unquestionable. Best of luck on your continuing journey.


 


Flight Service Controllers: Professionals at their best during Hell on Earth. 


All of America is suffering through the tragic and reprehensible events that occurred shortly before 9:00 a.m. on September 11, 2001. I was on my RDO doing fall yard work when my telephone rang and was told by NY AIFSS FACREP Debbie Shea that the unbelievable had happened. 


She reported that an aircraft had just crashed into the one of the Twin Towers. As we talked about this event and what would needed to be done; the second aircraft hit the second tower. As our hearts fell low with these horrible images of destruction, it became apparent that the evil of evil men could be the only cause. 


As I entered the Long Island Mac Author Airport, an increased police presence was beginning to take control of the airport grounds. Upon entering the facility, the professionalism of the controllers and the management team was overwhelming. Three controllers working in an united effort must have had at least six operational lines active coordinating the closure of America's busiest airspace. Debbie and the ATM, Ron Napurano were busy working with local law enforcement to insure the safety of the employees and the facility.


The professionalism exhibited during this tragic event was a testament to the quality of professional that makes up the Flight Service option. This horrid attack took place just miles away from our facility. Most of our controllers were born and raised in New York City and still have family living there. Further, everyone at NY AIFSS has family, friends, and neighbors who work in Manhattan and some in the Twin Towers. Their ability to continue to insure the mission of the agency, while having to deal with the possibly that our loved ones were in harms way can never be forgotten.


As I had opportunity, I called the some other AFSSs and found that this same professionalism was being demonstrated. I knew that DCA AFSS had workers who had family and friends who worked at or near the Pentagon. I knew that those same feelings had to be present there.


As professionals in the aviation industry, employees of the FAA, and Air Traffic Controllers, these events pierce our hearts with more ferocity than most. It is in our blood. We will survive this. 


Our prayers continue for all the deceased, injured, Firefighters, Law Enforcement, Rescue Workers, families, and friends.





With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation’s wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves, and with all nations.�


Abraham Lincoln (1809–65), U.S. President. 


























only there to review options, not make decisions. They stated that they wanted objective quantifiable data before that could make any decisions.


 An air quality study is currently being conducted as a result of a prior meeting between the FAA and NAATS. The work of the Local NAATS OSHA team comprised of Curt Lasley and Nancee Niemic needs highlighted and commended. Their diligent efforts have provided the necessary documentation needed to deal effectively with this type of issue.


DCA OSHA Committee reports that on 5/29/01, a follow-up meeting was held at DCA AFSS to discuss the ongoing issue of fumes in the building. In attendance were: 


Agnes Marshall, DCA Ops Mgr 


Ed Olmsted, PHS/DFOH (EPA) 


James Preston, Actg Airports Mgr CBSMO 


Joe Burns, DCA AF 


Tony Hospedale, DCA AF 


Lisa Beaty, CBSMO 


Bob Vazquez, CBSMO 


Bob Wright, DCA Ops Sup/Osha member 


Chuck Nelms, SSC Mgr 


Fred Fattoruso, AEA-472D 


Fritz Budde, AEA472D/ROSHM 


Cosmo Hamilton, DCA AATM 


Nancee Niemiec, DCA Oshacom 


Curt Lasley, DCA Oshacom


On a point to be taken, I know that this topic was discussed on the last two Regional OSHECOM TELCONS, yet never made part of the minutes. This is one area where we need to investigate the what's, how's, and where's to improve our effectiveness.





NY AIFSS Controllers continue dealing with the Harassing/Obscene Caller 


Calls continue to impact the operations and the Controllers. Despite the limited efforts of law enforcement this individual continues his never ending use of profanity and deranged ranting. 


Since last July, the controllers at NY AIFSS have had to deal with this caller. I have personally taken these calls, which are more sexually orientated when answered by our female controllers. They are repulsive and indignant to say the least. You would think that in this day and age, the caller would be apprehended. That is just not the case. Ron Maisel made this a priority issue from the start and tasked me to work it. Thanks to the efforts of the acting ATM Ron Napurano, we have worked in a collaborative manner through a web of law enforcement jurisdictions and manpower issues. Frank Hatfield has designated this a priority issue authoring a letter stating such. It is my belief that we have exhausted all our options and avenues regionally. Our inability to end this deplorable situation dictates this problem needs to be elevated to a national level. We are aware that this situation has occurred at other EA AFSSs because your FACREPS have been vocal to the point. The probability is too great to ignore that this can and will impact AFSSs nationwide. A system to eradicate or at least minimize this type of attack on our Controllers and the NAS needs to be developed.


In the mean time, we will continue to work the issue. A "Lessons Learned" report will be generated so that the roadblocks and problems encountered will be available to all.


Issues, What is going on Nationally and Regionally?


The decisions made at the Oceania TMP meeting have finally been instituted. We are now in the monitoring stages. Questions and comments should go to your FACREPS


Wally Pike has requested that we continue the good work of writing our Congressional Leaders.


The FSS Renaissance Conference was held from June 4-June 8, 2001. See your FACREPS for full details. It is time to tap into these new technologies. Additionally, it was nice to see User Groups like AOPA present and hear their points of view.


AOO AFSS and the rest of the Flight Service World suffered terrible loss with the untimely passing of Controller Timothy Jeffery. Our thoughts and prayers go to his family, friends, and co-workers.


NAATS National Email Updates 65-69 have been sent out.


On the personal side, we have now entered our busiest season, the summer season. As temperatures rise, so does our traffic, so does the stress and tensions associated with our jobs as controllers. Remember to leave that *&^%$ at the facility. Enjoy your time away and make the most of your prime time leave. Take pleasure from the time spent with family and friends. 


ENJOY


Live Long and Prosper,


PL





Changing of the Guard: Ron Consalvo: Your New Regional Coordinator


Ron brings all the right tools for success.


When I first saw the list of individuals who had accepted their nominations for the next Eastern Region Coordinator, I knew that whom ever won the election would do an excellent job. I would like to thank William "Hawk" Hawkinberry and Curtis Lasley. It was a campaign were the candidates spoke to the issues that they felt were important. Congratulations gentleman on the sincerity and integrity with which you ran your campaigns.


From the first time I had the pleasure of working with Ron on NAATS issues, I could tell that he had the interests of the membership at heart. His decisions are based on that principle. Ron brings with him the experience of being the FACREP from one of the busiest facilities in the region, if not the nation. I know that Ron will expand and improve on the efforts to communicate to the membership.


If there are four weaknesses that I can see in Ron, I would name them Philly's, Eagles, Flyers, and Sixer's (and not necessarily in that order).


On a serious note, I wish Ron all the best and will work to make the transition of regional coordinators transparent.


Congratulations Ron!














Have you visited the NAATS EA website?


� HYPERLINK "http://members.tripod.com/NAATSeast/index.htm" �http://members.tripod.com/NAATSeast/index.htm�














Outgoing Message from Patrick Less


It is hard to believe that three years have past.


It is said that time flies by when you are having fun, and that certainly is the case here. I have thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to be your Regional Coordinator. I have worked hard to earn the trust which you placed in me three years ago.


I have enjoyed working with Ron Maisel, whom I can only thank for all of his help. Equally satisfying was working with all of the region's FACREPS, ALTERNATES, and other regional Representatives. 


I can proudly say that I worked hard to improve communications with the membership. I feel that we did make strides in improving the level of respect for our organization through hard work, understanding, and compromise. 


To quote the closing song from the old Carol Brunette show, " I'm so glad that we had this time together, to laugh and shed a tear or two, seems we just get started and before you know it comes a time we have to say  so long".


Live Long and Prosper,





PL
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