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Our lobbyist is continuing her talks with Chairman Don Young and we’re hopeful of a breakthrough soon. She’s also pressing his staffers in Anchorage to schedule our meeting in Alaska. We’ve also sent a similar invitation to Ted Stevens. You’re certainly doing your part in the field and we’re very grateful for all of your efforts. I hope to have more details next week. In the meantime we’re staying fairly busy talking with the various congressional offices and gathering support for our issues.

NAATS Chief Negotiator Bill Dolan, ATX Liaison Kate Breen and I met with AT-2 Jeff Griffith yesterday. Purpose of the meeting was to discuss the Aeronautical Center training schedule for FY02. The classes scheduled so far can only train 98 students during that time. Attrition estimates vary but we’re concerned that we may not be able to maintain the current FSS controller workforce (2,206 bargaining unit employees) without scheduling night classes. This is further exacerbated by the fact that we’re already critically staffed at our facilities. Of course our staffing number is part of the pay negotiations but we can’t afford to get any further behind the hiring power curve. We’ll continue to keep you briefed on these talks and any developments.

AT-1 Bill Peacock and I completed our video Monday. It should be out to the field shortly.

I plan to meet with the members in MIA on July 18. The other invitations I have are DEN, SEA and the Alaska stations. I’ll coordinate those meetings with the appropriate Regional Directors as workload allows.

Wally Pike

An OASIS update from NAATS National Representative Jeff Barnes follows:

07/12/01 - Activities in the OASIS program have been a 
bit slower for the last couple weeks due to vacations 
(including a short one for me). The Human Factors Team 
continues to work with Harris via telcon to identify 
solutions to problems. 

A training meeting was held recently to discuss how to 
conduct the training to best effect once OASIS goes into 
full deployment. There is a significant change in the 
training philosophy which should benefit us greatly by 
making training work much more smoothly in the field. 
There is still a lot of development to be done on this. 
I will let Bill Dolan and Donna Holmes brief you on this 
as the details are worked out. 

Next week I will be traveling with representatives from 
headquarters to AND AFSS to brief them on what lies 
ahead for them. We will also answer any questions that 
come up there, so I invite you AND specialists to ask 
any questions you might have about the program and what 
is in your future. In August we will be getting our 
first look at the next software upgrade for SEA and we 
will be testing it at the Tech Center in the latter part 
of September. I will also be working to ensure we have 
remote workstations at the National Meeting in Las Vegas 
in October so that anyone interested can see what OASIS 
can do right now. Those of you who saw it in St. Louis 
will be able to see changes made by the new software 
package which will be running at that time.

Jeff Barnes

The following is from NAATS ATP Liaison Donna Holmes and Chief Negotiator Bill Dolan:

Bill Dolan and I met with ATP-1 and ATP-300 on several issues.
1.  TFR notams-  There has been alot of discussion on local times in the TFR notams.  They will be updating the procedure to include UTC times in addition to local times in the TFR notam.
Several facilities thought the paper posing of TFR notams was overkill.  The TFR MOU will be amended this week to include that the TFR notams shall be posted in the SIA and parties at the local level will determine if any additional postings are necessary.
2.  Notam workgroup and recommendations- ATP is compiling a list of recommendations and possible action items from the last Notam meeting that NAATS was not a part of.  We have requested a copy of these so NAATS can review and comment on all recommendations.  I will send these out to our current NAATS Notam workgroup participants for comment. Once we review the list ATP and NAATS will determine the need for workgroup participants on specific issues and action plan items.  
3.  ASOS augmentation- The facilities that are being considered for augmentation are CLE, ICT, BTV and ABQ.  BUF is not being considered due to an unsuitable location.  A message is going out to the regions that they shall get together with their NAATS regional directors and first determine if the facilities are suitably sited. Then parties at the local level will have to determine availability of staffing, watch schedule impact ect..   ATP has said there is no additional staffing to allocate.  After ATP receives this info they will determine if it’s feasible for those facilties to augment the ASOS.  
We have also requested a copy of the current training plan and the time line of how it can be accomplished.  If all other issues are resolved we may have to implement a short term contract until we have all training completed to do the wx obs augmentation.  
If it is NAATS position not to do the obs augmentation due to staffing we need to consolidate our concerns and advise ATP.  
Any questions???  Give me a call
Donna 

And this from NAATS GA Summit Representative Ward Simpson:

The 71110.10 rewrite draft went to all the Regional 530s Thursday.  They will forward it to each AFSS Facility for all employees (journeypersons, sups, staff etc.)  to review and comment.  It should be at your facility sometime next week, probably Friday at the latest.  If you have not received a copy please call Ward Simpson, our GA Summit Rep at NAATS Hdqrs., and let him know of any problems you are experiencing.  Additionally, please E-mail (wardnaats@aol.com) or Fax (301-933-3902) Ward with your suggestions, changes, deletions or additons to the 7110.10.
