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WSI Graphics National and Regional Committees Formed 


Like to see some amendments to the WSI suite of products offered? Think that a new chart or product should be considered for addition to the current selection? Have a design change in mind that will be more productive? Well here is your chance to voice your opinion.


NAATS and the FAA have agreed that a need exists to monitor and improve upon the Weather Graphics that we use in the performance of our duties as Controllers. A national workgroup has been named, formed and completed their first TELCON. On the regional level, our workgroup has been formed. The hope is to get it right, from the Controllers working the position point of view. Now to get 100% agreement from controllers is tough enough, but add in some management folks and you can see where this is headed. That is why we have designed the following structure. 


At the facility level, one NAATS and one Management Representative will comprise the committee. They are tasked with gathering their respective facility's input, reviewing it, and them prioritizing it. They will forward the prioritized input to the Regional level workgroup. It is that workgroups task to review the input of all the facilities and prioritize it from a regional perspective. They will then work with the other regions on the national level to implement changes.


Now this is a new process, and there will be some kinks, so bear with us as we try to navigate through our mistakes.


The workgroups or committees (editors note: I have used these terms as meaning the same), are listed below:


 AOO: Bob Gordan, Walt Mintor


BUF: Mike Hilton, Ken Woitaszek


DCA: Curt Lasley, Ray Dileo


EKN: William Hawkenberry, Tonjia Lambert


IPT: James Nau, William Carey


ISP: AJ Felderhoff, Natking Estevez


MIV: Margaret Lacey, Mike Schweisthal


Regional Committee: Pat Less NAATS REGCO, John Coppola SS NY AIFSS, and Bill Staton AEA-510. 





DCA AFSS Controllers Vs Airport Management on Air Quality at the Facility. 


Due to the increased aircraft operations and expansion of the airport, DCA Controllers have had to evacuate the facility on a frequent basis due to excessive fumes entering the facility. Airport management asks the question: Is it a case of health or comfort level?


Yes you read that right. On May 23, 2001 a meeting was held between Frank Hatfield AEA-500, Patrick Less NAATS REGCO, Bill Straube DCA FACREP, Willie Copeland DCA ATM, Cosmo Hamilton Acting DCA ATM, Salim Haber AEA-401, and members of the Leesburg Executive Airport Management team. The problems of the excessive fumes and the effects on the controllers, the administrative staff, and the loss of the operation of an Air Traffic Control Facility from the National Airspace System was brought to point and heatedly discussed. The airport team was only there to review options, not make decisions. They stated that they wanted objective quantifiable data before that could make any decisions.


 An air quality study is currently being conducted as a result of a prior meeting between the FAA and NAATS. The work of the Local NAATS OSHA team comprised of Curt Lasley and Nancee Niemic needs highlighted and commended. Their diligent efforts have provided the necessary documentation needed to deal effectively with this type of issue.


DCA OSHA Committee reports that on 5/29/01, a follow-up meeting was held at DCA AFSS to discuss the ongoing issue of fumes in the building. In attendance were: 


Agnes Marshall, DCA Ops Mgr 


Ed Olmsted, PHS/DFOH (EPA) 


James Preston, Actg Airports Mgr CBSMO 


Joe Burns, DCA AF 


Tony Hospedale, DCA AF 


Lisa Beaty, CBSMO 


Bob Vazquez, CBSMO 


Bob Wright, DCA Ops Sup/Osha member 


Chuck Nelms, SSC Mgr 


Fred Fattoruso, AEA-472D 


Fritz Budde, AEA472D/ROSHM 


Cosmo Hamilton, DCA AATM 


Nancee Niemiec, DCA Oshacom 


Curt Lasley, DCA Oshacom


On a point to be taken, I know that this topic was discussed on the last two Regional OSHECOM TELCONS, yet never made part of the minutes. This is one area where we need to investigate the what's, how's, and where's to improve our effectiveness.





NY AIFSS Controllers continue dealing with the Harassing/Obscene Caller 


Calls continue to impact the operations and the Controllers. Despite the limited efforts of law enforcement this individual continues his never ending use of profanity and deranged ranting. 


Since last July, the controllers at NY AIFSS have had to deal with this caller. I have personally taken these calls, which are more sexually orientated when answered by our female controllers. They are repulsive and indignant to say the least. You would think that in this day and age, the caller would be apprehended. That is just not the case. Ron Maisel made this a priority issue from the start and tasked me to work it. Thanks to the efforts of the acting ATM Ron Napurano, we have worked in a collaborative manner through a web of law enforcement jurisdictions and manpower issues. Frank Hatfield has designated this a priority issue authoring a letter stating such. It is my belief that we have exhausted all our options and avenues regionally. Our inability to end this deplorable situation dictates this problem needs to be elevated to a national level. We are aware that this situation has occurred at other EA AFSSs because your FACREPS have been vocal to the point. The probability is too great to ignore that this can and will impact AFSSs nationwide. A system to eradicate or at least minimize this type of attack on our Controllers and the NAS needs to be developed.


In the mean time, we will continue to work the issue. A "Lessons Learned" report will be generated so that the roadblocks and problems encountered will be available to all.


Issues, What is going on Nationally and Regionally?


The decisions made at the Oceania TMP meeting have finally been instituted. We are now in the monitoring stages. Questions and comments should go to your FACREPS


Wally Pike has requested that we continue the good work of writing our Congressional Leaders.


The FSS Renaissance Conference was held from June 4-June 8, 2001. See your FACREPS for full details. It is time to tap into these new technologies. Additionally, it was nice to see User Groups like AOPA present and hear their points of view.


AOO AFSS and the rest of the Flight Service World suffered terrible loss with the untimely passing of Controller Timothy Jeffery. Our thoughts and prayers go to his family, friends, and co-workers.


NAATS National Email Updates 65-69 have been sent out.


On the personal side, we have now entered our busiest season, the summer season. As temperatures rise, so does our traffic, so does the stress and tensions associated with our jobs as controllers. Remember to leave that *&^%$ at the facility. Enjoy your time away and make the most of your prime time leave. Take pleasure from the time spent with family and friends. 


ENJOY


Live Long and Prosper,


PL














Have you visited the NAATS EA website?


� HYPERLINK "http://members.tripod.com/NAATSeast/index.htm" �http://members.tripod.com/NAATSeast/index.htm�











NAATS NY AIFSS Member Mike Salimbene speaks to OASIS & ICAO.


Mike represented NY AIFSS at the ICAO testing done at SEA AFSS. I asked Mike to write up a brief summary in his own words. Here they are.


Oasis ICAO Assessment Review 


During the week of April 3-10, 2001, the ICAO Assessment Team met at Seattle AFSS/Boeing Field. The team was comprised of Fran Gullo (OS), Tom Forte (FACREP)/MIA AFSS, Major Miller (FACREP)/TJSJ AFSS, Dominic Cunningham (FACREP)/HNL AFSS, and Mike Salimbene/ISP AFSS.


We had an OASIS training/orientation class from 4/3-6, then were joined by Barbara Jackson & Scott Chapman from FAA HDQTRS, and Guylon Roberts; an ATCS from Juneau FSS who also serves as NAATS Alaska Regional Director, and Kathy from the ACY Tech Center. These folks serve on the Oasis Human Factors Team. We conducted a general analysis/evaluation and ICAO review from 4/9-10, and made recommendations based on that review.  


OASIS SYSTEM OVERVIEW


WINGS


This is the part that supercedes M1FC, OASIS in general is a PC/LAN based system comprised of Pentium PC processors and two 21 inch Trinitron monitors. The Wings portion handles all the alphanumeric data (M1FC) functions using a Windows NT operating system. The displays are impressive, much easier on the eyes than M1FC, and easily handle all flight planning/data-NOTAM/weather briefing/and SAR functions. 


WIND


This is the graphics part of OASIS and is very well done with more improvements to come. A full array of WX charts & graphics including: radar/satellite/NEXRAD/lightning data and overlays are available. 


       Any chart, radar, or satellite can be overlaid with VORs/ Airways/Jetways/   Highways/Airports/etc. You can also select one of your charts to be a  running sequence of your most frequently used products (10 or more), and have them switch at intervals(1-10 seconds) of your choice. These would be saved  under your password and be available at any position you work. 


WHAT’S NEXT


         A big software drop is scheduled for JUN’01, this will address some 543 PTR’s,


And will totally revamp some functions, most notably SAR, so going into great detail on exactly how OASIS functions would not be very helpful at this time.


Software drops on JAN’02 & JUN’02 should address any remaining bugs prior to ISD or In Service Date which is expected to be JUN’02.





So far the plan is to have OASIS at least partially deployed by JUN’02, this due to promises Jane Garvey made to Congress when she plead our case to keep OASIS funded and moving forward after we exceeded both budget & deadline. No scheme has been set forth for deployment as to facility/dates. OASIS is still not sure on where to begin installations, large busy facilities, or smaller less intense ones. At this point “partial deployment” means OASIS must be placed in at least one other facility other than Seattle. Upgrades of OASIS are expected to be rather frequent, as they say all facilities will be given the newest and best Off Shelf Technology available, with all AFSS’ being upgraded to the latest installation’s standards.


ICAO


       In general we found the ICAO data base to be not even up to M1FC standards, which is the minimum according to the FAA’s contract w/HARRIS CORP. Any fix beyond 40W was not recognized. Most other gateway FSS’s areas beyond US airspace were equally void of fixes. This was brought to their attention and will be fixed. The ICAO FP mask was very good, but it was two pages. It had some nice drop down windows with helpful info like “equipment suffixes, Omega, INS and etc", but we recommended they put all that on pg.2, so that all mandatory entries would be on the 1st page. Flight plans would auto-address FIR boundaries, and the cut & paste feature will let us do some neat things really quick (like importing closure points from another area) while reducing typing demands. We recommended they consolidate a lot of the fields they had, like separate ones for pilot name, address, phone and etc. which would have us tabbing around like nuts and increase the fields for “free-form entries”, so we could enter a lot of data quickly and easily.                                                                            


SUMMARY 


Overall, OASIS is a great improvement over M1FC. It was much better than all of us expected going into the class. All the controllers at Seattle love it and would not go back to M1FC. Seattle has been on OASIS ONLY since Sep’01, with M1FC as backup and a lot of the ATCS have forgotten a lot of M1FC routines already.


There is still a lot of fine tuning to go as OASIS finds its way into the NAS and individual AFSS FP areas; but as we go we’ll identify, correct and refine problems and incorporate new technology into the system because it is open ended, expandable and upgradeable and gives us a great new tool to use as air traffic and general aviation users continue to grow in number and sophistication.





        All in all, it was a great experience and I thank all of you for letting me be a part of it and represent ISP AIFSS. 


         MS 	
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